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THESABBATHIDAY

Can it be any day?

Text: “Six days you shall labour and do all your work: but the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord your God..." (Exodus 20:9-10).

Introduction:

Let us examine the scripture to make certain if any day can be the Sabbath day? Alot of
people spoken to on this topic, hold the view that any.day can be the Sabbath day. Thank
God that our opinions are only but human, and in situations such as this, one should
submit to the opinion of heaven which are divine and recorded in the scriptures. The truth
is that any day can not be the Sabbath day and the following reasons will prove that fact.
There are three main ways to approach this subject.

1.

The biblical approach:

God did not institute any other day as the rest day but the seventh day. This is
evident in the scriptures, where God Himself said, “Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God
ended His work which He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
created and made.” (See Gen. 2:1-3).

There is something for us to learn here. God did not mention the word “Sabbath”
rather He talked about the “day” ‘the seventh day”. Why was this? The bible is
abundant in evidence that “our God knows the end from the beginning”. He
already knew that a time will come and the debate would not be about the Sabbath,
but the “day” it ought to be celebrated and observed. Therefore, our Omniscience
God began to put things in order, since the creation of the world.

Later, in the pages of the Law (the Ten Commandments) He inserts “But the




seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God.” (See Exodus 20:10). So,
the argument is over! It is clear that God legislated and designated the seventh
day to be the Sabbath day. Itis also noteworthy that it has not changed since then
because “Whatsoever our God does is forever.” (Eccl. 3:14) and “He does not
alter His words” (Psalm 89:34). If the Sabbath changed from the day of the Lord
the Seventh day - to any other day, one should be clever enough to know that “the
enemy has done this” just as Jesus prophesied. (See Matthew 13:28). Which
enemy? The same that does not want the elects of God to see the Kingdom.
Jesus then advised, “Take heed that no man deceives you.” (see Matthew
24:4).

The definite article approach:

Definite article could be described as a clear, sure, certain item or clause that can
not be doubted in an agreement or contract (the Law). An example of a definite
article is a word that starts with “the” e.g, “the house”, “the dog’, “the cup”. With
this hindsight, one can easily understand that the clause “the”; added to any
word, makes it a definite article, which makes it separate and specific.

Look at the entire bible, particularly in Law, the word Sabbath begins with “the”,
which makes it a definite article. Here are some examples inthe scriptures:

Exodus 20:8, ‘Remember the Sabbath day, to k;ep itholy.”

Deuteronomy 5:12, “Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord your
God hath commanded you.”

Note that the above passages are taken from where the Law was given in the
scriptures, that is, The Ten Commandments. By the word, remember “the”
Sabbath day, the Almighty God refers to a particular day, as the Sabbath day and
not any day as the Sabbath day. The particular Sabbath day, which the Almighty
referred to, is recorded in Genesis 2:3, “And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
created and made.”

Now, if this verse is compared with Exodus 20:10, “But the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord your God.” One would arrive at the conclusion that “the
seventh day is the Sabbath day”.

Let us take one more example of the definite article. Imagine a mother comes
home and says to her daughter, “Go into the bedroom and get me abag.” The
daughter would walk into the room, knowing fully well that her mother has so
many bags, and pick up any bag. Inthis context, “a bag” equals “any bag”.




Now let us imagine another scenario where a mother walks into the house and
says to her daughter, “Get me the bag.” The daughter would definitely observe,
the definite article by walking into the room, scanning through the various bags,
and bring “the bag” as specified by her mother. You can make out other examples
of definite articles by yourself and still find out that the rules and principles are the
same. Notice that a definite article is definite and specific. It can not be altered and
itis not transferable.

The Almighty Father, according to the book of Nehemiah 9:14; “Made known
unto them the holy Sabbath....." He had already made known to His people,
Israel, which day is the Sabbath. The scripture states, “He shows His word unto
Jacob, His statutes and His judgment unto Israel. He has not dealt so with
any nation: and as for His judgments, they have not known them. Praise you
the Lord.” (Psalm 147:19-20).

This is why in the Law, Exodus 20:8 and Deuteronomy 5:12, the Aimighty used the
word “Remember the Sabbath”. You will agree that when asked to 'remember’,
you must have previously been informed". So, if the entire world is confused on
which day is “the Sabbath,” the people of God are not, for He had made it known
to them. In Psalm 103:7, it is written, “He made known His ways unto Moses,
His acts unto the children of Israel,” which-He had not revealed to any other
nation. If you want to know the revelation of God, go to the people He gave it to.
Apostle Paul said, “They are the custodians of the oracle of God.” (see
Romans 3:1-2). '

The dictionary approach: _

\When we come across a word we do not understand or seek to know more about,
it is only appropriate that we consult the dictionary of that language. English
language dictionary will shed some light on the English bible translation. Let us
begin with the verse which says, “And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
created and made.” (Genesis 2:3). Again, the entire chapter 1 of Genesis, makes
it clear that the Aimighty did not use such words as Sunday, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to name the days of the week,
rather He used the “1° day, 2 day, 3" day, 4" day, 5" day, 6" day, and 7" day to
name the days of the week.

Things have changed since the world was created, particularly, with reference to
language, etc. Therefore, since we are dealing with English language, it will be
necessary to refer to the authority of the English language, which is, the English
dictionary, hence the title, “The dictionary approach.”

Any standard dictionary would define “Saturday” as ‘the seventh day of the







